
4 THE INDIANAPOLIS JOURNAL, TUESDAY, DECEMBER 24, 1895.

ENGLAND'S GKEED.THE DAILY JOURNAL your miseries you have one thing to bedevoutly thankful for Christmas doesn'tcome but once a year. !

SAFETY FOR THE MAILS.

sential parts? These time-honor- ed prop-
erties of the poet must not be let go with-
out a struggle.

THE HOUSE rLAX.

but It would be a waste of time to accumu-
late proofs of a truism. Part of the stu-
pendous losses which the President has
forced his country to bear would have been
saved If the things which he has done had
been done In a different temper and a dif-
ferent way.

measure which does not make conces-
sions to silver. Republicans in the States
which are hostile to the free coinage of
silver will wait to see what such Sena-
tors as Messrs. Teller, Wolcott, Squire,
Wilson, Hansbrough and even Dubois
will do when the House bills to strength-
en the public credit and give confidence
to the country shall come up for a vote
in the Senate. A Republican Senator has
never voted against such measures in the
past, and the Republican party will as-
sume that they will not be the first until,
by their votes against such measures,
they make themselves either credit-hatin- g

Populists or reactionary Southern
Democrats of the Harris order. r

As for the Democrats of the South,
the Harrises, the Calls, the Blackburns,
the Bates, and, alas!, the Morgans,
there is reasonto fear that they will b
against any measure coming either from
the President or the Republican House.
Their hearts are fulP of resentment
against the President, and in their in-

tense purpose to humiliate him they may
be as unmindful of the; public credit as
they were in I860. - They are.also perni-
cious sllverltes, who seem to have
reached the acute stage where, to ad-
vance the interests of silver, they assume
that it is necessary to betray the public
credit. ' -

ranching, and owns a large number of acres
not far from the Venezuelan capital. He
is a fine equestrian.

They are very literal in Japan. Not long
ago a bridge was built which was so slight
that a notice was put up, "No animals al-

lowed to cross." But It was found impos-
sible to keep the rats oft, and In order to
have a rule which could be enforced, the
notice was taken down and "No large ani-
mals allowed to cross" ws put up in Its
place.

A very marked change has come over the
Prince of Wales of late. Naturally calm
and unimpresslble, he has grown nervous,
restless and discontented. He looks older
than his years warrant and his eyes have
around them lines that tell of sleepless
nights and uncomfortable thoughts. It is
said that his physicians have ordered him
to curtail the amount of tobacco In which
he has been in the habit of indulging.

Lo aise Michel was born at the Chateau
of Vroncourt, in the upper Marne, on May
29, 1820, at 5 in the evening, and registered
as the daughter of Mile. Marie Anne Michel,
femme de charabre. She was presented for
registration by Dr. Laumond to M. de
Mahis, owner of the said chateau, and
Mayor of Vroncourt, under the name of
Louise. Louise was brought up by M and
Mme. de Mahis and received a distinguished
education. As they had no children, it was
supposed they would leave her their for-
tune, but Mme. De Mahis died before her
husband, who became her heir, and died
suddenly and Intestate. Louise then became
the village schoolmistress, and was re-mark- ab9

for her piety. She went to Paris
In the sixties, and interested Mme. Jules
Simon, who could have obtained her re-
lease from the Versailles Orangery in 1871.
The favor was offered, but refused, be-
cause Louise thought that to accept would
be to dessert her fellows in misfortune.
God, give us peace! Not such as lulls to

sleep. ....
But sword on thigh, and brow with pur-

pose knit! . i --

And let our ship of state' to harbor sweep.
Her ports all up, her battle lanterns lit.

And her leashed thunders gathering for
their leap!

, James Russell Lowell.

BUBBLES IN TUB AIR.
Theory.

"The worst tyrant possible is a liberated
slave." : '

"Er yes. I guess that's the reason so
many devoted lovers make such horrid hus-
bands."

Ilnttled Him.
It greatly confused poor old Santa's
Mind to find that Miss Mantles,

When she went to bed.
Had hung up instead

Of her stocking, her bicycle bloomers.

In Donbt.
"I hear that the" only man who had any

marked success at Billips's poker party was
Billtps himself."

"Yes; and we haven't figured out to a
certainty whether it was his success or the
cards that had the marks."

The Cheerful Idiot.
"The saloon," said the prohibitionist

boarder; "kills more men every year than
war."

"Why shouldn't it?" asked the Cheerful
Idiot. "It gets better' action, so to speak.
In battle only ono ball out of every eighty-fiv- e

takes effect.' .

John Bull Lay Claim to Veneiaelan
Land Because of Rich Mines.

Pittsburg- - Dispatch.
The richness of the Venezuelan gold

mines. In the region to which Great Brit-
ain lays claim, was the subject of an In-

teresting talk by William F. Harrison last
evening. Mr. Harrison says that the gold
country is entirely covered by the latest
British claim, and it is evidently to secure
this mineral wealth that the shifting bound-
ary line of British Guiana has been, bulged
away out to the west, cutting a huge
slice, shaped like the hole a hungry boy
makes in a piece of bread, right out of the
side of the Venezuelan territory. Mr.
Harrison is by profession a mechanical
engineer. In 1S74 be went to Venezuela as
the superintendent of a steamer line,
owned by an American company, which
ran boats from Trinidad up the Orinoco
river as far as the old city of Bolivar.
Afterward he became Interested In a gold
mine, of which Remington, the gun maker,
of I! ton, N. Y., is the principal owner.

"The gold mining region," said Mr. Har-
rison, "Is on the Yuruarl river, in western
Venezuela, in what ia called Yuruary ter-
ritory. That river flows Into the Ouyunl or
Guiana river. Within a radius ' of nine
miles there were then ten or eleven mines
in operation, besides a number of small
individual camps, where men did placer
mining or washed in the streams.

"The quartz there is exceedingly rich In
free gold. You can take a lump of it, break
It apart like clay and pick out little pieces
of pure gold, larger than a pea. Outside of
the quartz veins gold is found in the earth
or rock for several feet or yards on either
side. You can find it along tfee river banks
and In the soil under the forest trees.

One day I and a friend, a Western min-
er, went down the Yuruarl in a skiff, and,
mainly out of curiosity, rowed up a little
stream that flowed Into the river from the
southwest. We had not gone far when we
found along the bank what we called good
signs. We pulled our boat up and went ex-
ploring in the thicket. We came upon a
miner's cabin, where there had been digging
for gold many years ago. .There was no
longer a root on the hut, and two trees
of good size had grown through the floor.

"That cabla had probably been occupied
by early Spanish adventurers, perhaps 200
or 300 years ago. Men who walk in the
forest at night are tn danger of falling into
pits made by miners who worked only with
a pick and with a shoveL The larger mines
are shafts. The one I was connected with
was more than 200. feet down when I left
there. '

"Gold is not the only precious mineral
found there. The Indians used to come
down from the mountains carrying pure
gold and quicksilver, which they, traded for
whisky. They are much like our --Western
Indians, only lazier. They will not tell
where they get the quicksilver, although
the miners would very much like to know.

"In the northern point of the disputed
territory, near the mouth of the Orinoco,
there are valuable iron mines, but I am not
well acquainted with that section.

"All that country Is very rich, but there
Is little agriculture. Some sugar cane is
grown and uome cocoa. The chief industry
is cattle raising. From Guasapatl, in the
mindng region, toward Upati, nearly 150
miles to the northwest, there is a great
stretch of pampas almost devoted to cattle
grazing. They are raised principally for
their hides, and the carcasses are frequently
allowed to go to waste. The land is. owned
in great tracts by rich Venezuelans, who
employ scores and even hundreds of peons.
The hilly country is covered by thick
forests of haMwood, exceedingly valuable
for some thing-s- , but hardly available for
buildings or bridges or railroad ties. Most
of It will tear the teeth out of a saw and
is Impervious to a plane.

"At the time I was there no doubt ex-
isted concerning the governmental Juris-- ,
diction over this region. It was all under
Venezuelan rule. Guzman Blanco was then
President. The British line was more than
150 miles to the east of the mining country.
Now England claims a great tract of land
more than three hundred miles wide, which
was twenty years ago indisputably under
Venezuelan rule. It takes- - in all the head-
waters of the Cuyuni and Yuruarl, with the
great hardwood forests, De fertile pam-
pas and the rich mines of gold.

"The Venezuelan soldiers are ' 6trangely
clad and grotesquely equipped. When I
was at Guasapatl a little rebellion was
going on. and one day a troop of Yenetue'an
lancers rode into the town and spent the
night in the plaza, or public square. The
privates were all barefooted. They held
their Iron stirrup between the big toe and
the second toe, and they rested the butt
end of the Uyice on the bare right foot.

"They wore no uniform. - Some had pants
and some had not. Some had shirts and
some had not. A few wore short Jackets
and their headgear was strangely various.
Those who had shirts wore them outside
of their pants and held in at the waist with
a belt. The officers had some sort of uni-
form and carried swords. The men slpt
on the ground in the plazas. They were
too lazy or too tired to remove the sad-di- es

from their horses and uae them as
pillows.

"Once when I was in one of the cities on
the north coast I went to the theater with
the American .minister to see a French
company play 'La Duchesse.' The theater
had no roof, and each visitor had to carry
with him his own chair or rent one outside
of the inclosure. From the side walls there
were projecting timbers, where it had prob-
ably been Intended to build a gallery.

"On one of these timbers a soldier was
perched with his musket in hand. I went
over to him and studied him. The barrel
of his musket was covered with rust, the
stock was worm-eate- n and part of the
lock 'was gone. I described the weapon to
the American minister, and . he said he
would like to have it as a curiosity. I
tried to buy it, but nothing would induce
the soldier to part with it. Yet it was
worthless for shooting purposes.

"As a matter of fact, the soldiers there
do not depend very much upon their fire-
arms. Their great weapon is the machete,
as In Cuba. It is like a short, broad saber,
and very sharp. It Is the knife used for
cutting sugar cane. Most of the soldiers
there. If they would go Into battle would
probably throw away their guns after hav-
ing fired them once, and would draw their
machetes, which are terrible weapons at
close quarters. Since I left there, however,
I understand that the army has been great-
ly improved in drill and equipment.

"Among the Influential and rich people of
Venezuela there is the most cordial feeling
toward the people of the United States. It
is stronger than simple friendliness. There
is a general tendency to cultivate the closest
relations with Americans and with the
American government. Visitors from thiscountry are received with the warmest hos-
pitality. 'A young American, If he be a
decent fellow, though as poor as 'a church ;

mouse, can marry Into the finest and
wealthiest of Venezuelan families."

TUB PRESIDENT'S METHODS.

An Astonishing; Capuclty for Dolnsr
Things in the Wronjr Way.

New York Tribune.
Th9 furious denunciations with which men

who have hitherto been his most unreason-
ing admirers are now assailing the Presi-
dent are due in a large degree to their own
bitter mortification. They find that he is
Just the tort of man which they have al-
ways, declared him not to be, and are
wretched and resentful because he has
made them ridiculous. But the truth is that
the facts have always been against their
main contention, though the demonstration
has never been so complete before. They
have made it their chief occupation to pro-
claim that Mr. Cleveland not only did theright thing Invariably, but that he invaria-
bly did it at the right time and In the rlhtway. In reality his record is stuffed with
refutations of their estimate. The President
has a singular capacity for doing wrong-things-

,

but still more remarkable is his
genius for hindering an object he wants to
accomplish by the way he goes about it.
In this Venezuelan husmess it Is not sur-
prising that he should have provoke! harm-
ful wrath in England by word3 which he
had no need to use, and have coupled with
his announcement that England was in the
wrong the contradlctory. and illogical pro-
posal of a commission to ascertain whether
or not she was in the right. The Presi-
dent's manner of doing a thing has gener-
ally been offensive, and his time for doing It
often ill chosen, even for his own purposes.

Any man is at liberty, for Instance, to
hold and proclaim any opinion on the sub-
ject of the tariff, and if Mr. Cleveland was
convinced that he could promote his own
and his party's fortunes In a presidential
campaign by discussing and condemning
the system of protection, nobody could
reasonably object. But how foolish It was
to insult the character and Intelligence of
half the American people by using the
commandment against stealing as an argu-
ment! But that is Mr. Cleveland's way,
and It Is an extremely bad and disagree-
able way. It Is so notorious, however, that
it Is amazing anybody should suddenly lose
his temper over It for the first time. Why,
hn has Just given a second illustration of
his famdllar habit in connection with the
Venezuelan complication by 1 characterizing
our financial operation as "fatuous" in an
appealing mersage addressed to the Con-
gress which has Just rallied to his support
In a remarkable manner. Many more ex-
amples of bis perversity might be cited,
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The Cleveland administration Is the
result of "a campaign of education," but
the Cleveland school of adversity has
Ita uses.

The assurance of. wise action on the
part of the House has offset the panicky-influence-

of the President's Fridays
message.

A week has not passed, and yet the po-

litical capital which the President's
friends declared that he would make out
of his Venezuelan message is a vanished
hope.

The Inaction foreshadowed In Speaker
Reed's remarks on accepting the caucus
nomination and on taking the chair
rcems to have been set aside by subse-
quent events.

What a wonderfully handy thine to
have just now Is two-thir- ds of the votes
in-th- e House! Capable, well-Inform- ed

end resourceful leaders are also useful
In emergencies.

American sentiment has never been
for war with Great Britain. It was, how-
ever, and is, for the maintenance of the
doctrines held by the fathers of the Re- -,

public anV every statesman who has sue-- ,
ceded them.

In twelve hours after the President's
panic message of last Friday the Re-
publican members of the ways and
means committee had outline! an ade-
quate response, ehowlng that to-d-ay the
party has in Congress men as capable
as during the great crisis of the civil

'war. . . ,

Sir Charles Tupper's scheme for mak-
ing a. temporary republic of Canada-- for
war purposes is brilliant, but let not
England accept it too quickly. When
Canada once becomes a republic it will
be in no haste to resume allegiance to
the Queen. Gvernmental freedom Is
very destructive of monarchical ideas.

Nelson Dlngley, Jr., the chairman of
the committee on ways and means, never
had any profession other tnan that of a
newspaper' proprietor and editor, creati-
ng- In twenty years of hard work the
most Influential and widely read paper in
Maine, the Lewlston Journal. Even now
he finds time, on occasion, to write a
leading article.

The Plain Citizen in New York who
wants a department of labor desires to
secure it by a constitutional amendment
which shall create an Immense machine
to find employment for all who have it
not. He will scarcely succeed in this
Congress, but one of the New York pa-

pers printed his plan, and his portrait
lor Sunday padding.

Many ministers of the gospel are
shocked at the talk of war and are
preaching peace, but It Is much to be
feared that they are wasting their elo-

quence. Whatever may be true of indi-
vidual?, no nation has yet arrived at
that point of self-sacrifi- ce that when one
cheek is smitten it humbly urns the
other, also, to receive a blow.

There will be no occasion when a Re-

publican member of the House can be of
bo greaf Service to the country and to
his party 'as he can bo by being in his
seat nest .Thursday and voting for the
bills of the ways and means committee.
Because It ia an occasion of vital impor-
tance every Republican absentee has
been telegraphed to be present that day.

Senator Harris, of Tennessee, rushes
to the front to say that any tariff bill
which the House sends to the Senate
will be talked to death to prevent a vote
on it. Once before when this tempestu-
ous and often overbearing old man un-

dertook td obstruct the majority in car-

rying out Its views he left his State and
became an Indifferent soldier against the
Union.

Those who read between the lines of
the extracts from Russian Journals will
find therein a distinct warning to Great
Britain that In the event she rts Into
war with the United States, Russia will
solve the Eastern question by capturing
Constantinople and the partition of Tur-
key. Such warnings are not necessary
to make so great a man as Lord Salis-
bury cautious.

: One objection to St Louis as the loca-
tion for the national Democratic conven-
tion is based on the statement that sil-

ver sentiment predominates In the Mis-

souri metropolis. The Globe-Democr- at

says that a vcte on the question of free
silver In St. Louis would show a majority
of four-fifth- s against 1L It is so quite
generally in the larger cities. Outside of
the sliver States the strength of the silver
sentiment is in the South.

The reverend brother who undertook
to convince the Methodist Ministers' As-

sociation, yesterday, that the color of sin
is pink should be labored with. Such a
theory Is . destructive of poetry, senti-
ment and ideals. Under its sway, what
Trould become of the ocean of cherished
literature in which the rose and the
i-
--. Idea's lips and cheeks form such es

Protests Aft-aln-st the Cbntlualns of
the Use of Oil Lamps In Cars. -

New York Mail and Express,
The article published on Thursday con-

taining protests from hading bankers andmerchants in this city against tbe lightingof mail cars by oil has attracted wide-spread attention. An eminent citizen says:it is Inexplicable on any businesslikegrounds that in this age or progress anlinvention the public should be compelled tohave mall matter transmute! .In danger-
ously lighted cars; ani the wonder increaseswhen it is considered that the postal carsrun next to the engines, and are the most
likely to leave the rails in the event of aaaccident."

The losses by Are are not the only onescommon, a study of the reports of thegeneral superintendent of the raUway mail
8rvice for the two years ending June 30,
1S&, brings out the fact that during thatperiod seventy-thre- e accidents occurred
where mail matter was more or less dam-
aged by saturation with oil from the lamps.

Nor is the loss of valuable mall by any
means tho only consideration. The lives ofmany of the railway mall clerks are an-
nually being sacrificed by reason of oillighted cars. An examination of the ex-
haustive and very thorough annual report
of the Postmaster-pener- al for the fiscal year
ending June SO. 1&5, will verify this state-
ment. He says: "It is not plrasant to rec-co-rd

the fan that 497 accidents occurred to
railway postoffices during the year, in which
seven cUrks were killed and 178 Injured
while on duty, an increase over last year
of 137 accidental and twenty-seve- n killed andinjured." He adds that "during the past
ten years 5,185 accidents occurred to railway
postoffices, in which sixty-fou-r clerks were
killed and 1.500 wounded,'

Not only is the general superintendent of
the railway mall service fully alive to thsquestion of the proper lighting- - of postalcars, but also the Second Assistant Postma-
ster-general,, who says in his last report:
"The department so far has insisted upon
the Improved methods of lighting and heat-
ing and doing away with the oli lamps
wherever it is possible to do so. and will
continue its efforts to Introduce the most
reliable and best adapted methods of light-
ing and heating.

There is no doubt, too. that the clerks can
perform much more and better service with
the aid of a bright, steady light than with
that afforded by even the best oil lamps.

It is noticeable also that the New York"
Railroad Commissioners have made a report
against the lighting of passenger cars by oil.
The same arguments are applicable to ths
lighting of postal cars, as will be seen by
the following quotation: "Saccess has at-
tended the effort to light passenger cars by
gas. Last year the board set on foot in-
quiries as to the practicability and safety
of the various systems In use, and the an-
swers were assuring In both respects. A
sufficient reason why every passenger car,
whether a palace car or an ordinary coach,
should not be lighted by gas cannot be
given. Aside from the Increased security
from fire, the annoyance of dripping oil
from the lamps is avoided. The lighting of
all passenger cars by gas is in line with ths
progress which has led to heating by steam
instead of by stoves, and which Is leadifrg to
automatic couplers Instead of the link anl
pin coupled by hand, and automatic brakes
set from tho engine rather than by men oa
the tops of cars at the risk of their lives." .

Long ago the German government for-
bade the use of oil is mall cars. As a
result the loss of mail matter from postal-c- ar

accidents is now reduced to a xiiniiaura
In that country.

Considering the flcuies here presentrl
and other data that is easily avallabl to
show the serious result? iYom the us- - of
oil lamps in mail cars, iv is considered sur-
prising that Congress does not act t.pon
the regular annual occmmendatlons of
the heads of the Postofto Department It
is suggested that thero -- eems to be ' t.rt
excellent opportunity for Hodership in I his
matter on the part of soav; ambitious Rep-
resentative who is dei'rous of conferring
a benefit not cpon favored few, but
upon all the people of the country.

English Ignorance.
London Letter. .

The ignorance of the English masses la
regard to the real Issues between the gov-
ernments must ere long operate to restraia
Lord Salisbury from following an adiva
policy of sheer defiance of America. The
Monroe doctrine breaks upon the bulk ox
the populace like the enigma of the Sphinx.
The locality of the dispute is to thm a
geographical mystery. Even the Wert--
minster Gazette, which is an organ of tna
educated classes, thinks it rvecesary to in-

form its readers that neither British Guiana
nor Demerara is an island, as is generally
supposed, in Egypt. Before the government
daree to commit the country, the people,
will want to know what the trouble is-abou- t.

The Queen is showing the keenest'
anxiety In the difficulty. Lord SallKtoury
was closeted yesterday at the fcorei-- n Of-

fice, not seeing even the diplomats, la ths
evening he sent a long dispatch to Her
Majesty at Osborne House, on the Isle ox
W ight, where she is at present sojourning.

The Alaskan Ilonndnry.
Correspondence Boston Transcript.

At last we reach Juneau, the metropolis
of the North, and certainly .one Is surprised
at tlie advanced state of civilization that
exists in this Alaskan town. There are
numerous shops, two weekly papers. ltl
churches, schools and a population of thre
thousand souls. Its surroundings are beau-
tiful in the extreme. zi Ioula Island,
near by, is the famoi-- Treadwell mine,
with the largest crushing mill in the world.
and an annual output of something line
51,700,000. A word here about the story
that has been golni? the round of the pa-

pers to the effect that John Bull is of the
opinion that Juneau Is In British territory.
I do not speak from personal knowledge,
but I never heard anything about it during
a residence of about nine years in Canada,
and moreover the Canadian Paclflz railway,
a thoroughly British institution. Issues a
map of that part of Alaska and by look-
ing at It one can see that the boundary IS

marked miles away to the east. ,

A Lonely Republican.
Huntington and.) Herald.

William Ray, of Jackson township. Wells
county, was in the city to-da- y. He is quits
a figure in the history of Republicanism in
that township and county. He has resided
there over forty years and for many years
was the only Republican in the whole town-
ship. He generally rode to the polls oa
horseback and carried the American flag.
In later vcars another Republican moved
into the township and at elections these two
voters could always be seen pin5 to th
polls together. Jackson township lies west
of the remainder of Wells county and is
like an extra block tacked onto a square.
It goes by the name of "Lost township,
which came about by an election Inspector,
In early times, falling to reach the county
seat la time for the returns to be counted,
so this township was man:ed Lost.

Crime of Traln-Wrcckln- ff.

Washington Post.
We have not been In the habit of looking

to Mexico for examples in criminal Juris-
prudence, but that republic has given ua a
useful lesson on this subject. A tram-wreck- er

In Mexico gets a speedy
trial and. If found sTuilty. hs
is promptly put to death. Tbe In-

fluence of such a course is found to be ex-

tremely wholesome. The State of Califor-
nia has alreadv made train-wreckin- g a cap-
ital offense. Congress and all the States
should enact similar laws. The many
wreckings that have occurred this year
and from which no part of the country has
been exempt show the urgent necessity for
remedial action. The Hubbard bill should
pass.

A Possibility.
New York Mall and Express.

Taking one consideration with another,
the standard geographies for 1K3 may not
be worth much ia lb'J7, beyond. their valus
as old paper.

Almost.
Kansas City Journal.

The popularity of the administration's
recent stroke has almost per.maded ths
Democratic party that it is still alive.

And Alaska.
Kansas City Journal. "

If Mr. Cleveland wants to keep his wavs
of popularity rolling he shouU ht finance
slide and talk Cuba and Waller.

A Conundrum.
New York Commercial Advertiser.

If the Fenlans'-al- l enlist to fight' Eng-
land who wlllH the vacancies ia the po-

lice force ofS'ew York?

A Lost BInn.
Philadelphia Inquirer.

As for Bayard, why. no man that ever
got lost In a shuffle ever got so thoroughly
lost aa he is now. .

Lucky Girl. '
Detroit Tribune,

There Is no reason to think that Senator
Sherman remembers sweet Alice," Ben Bolt-anywa- y.

.' ..!

AraMgruous.
Washington Post.

We gather from the remartcs of LI Hunjr
Chang that China Is really missionary
hungry.

The plan agreed upon by the ways and
means committee for the relief of the
treasury and the strengthening of the
public credit embraces measures for the
raising of $50,000,000 of revenue by cus-
toms duties, the issue of treasury certifi-
cates not to exceed J30.000.000 in amount,
running not more than one year and
bearing 2 per cent interest, to be disposed
of at the discretion of the Secretary of
the Treasury; five-ye- ar 3 per cent, coin
bonds to protect the reserve, the green-
backs redeemed In gold to be kept intact
in the reserve; the permission of national
banks to issue ciruculatlon up to the par
value of their bonds held by the treasury
to guarantee circulation; the reduction of
the tax on national bank circulation
one-hal- f, and reducing the minimum cap-

ital with which national banks may or-

ganize to $25,000.
This is a.very comprehensive plan and

shows the superior Intelligence of the
Republican advisers over those who have
been urging the President to insist upon
the suicidal ' policy of retiring all the
greenbacks by Issues of bonds, produc-
ing a contraction of the currency consid-
erably more than one-fourt- h. The treas-
ury notes proposed for the immediate
remedy of the prevailing deficiencies are
th same as Senator Allison proposed a
ye- -r ago, but were frbwned down by
Secretary Carlisle. These certificates
bearing 2 per cent. Interest will be ex-chan- ged

for greenbacks, which will be
put into the treasury to make up the-deficienc-

thereby making it possible to
keep the redeemed greenbacks in the
reserve, thus absorbing that portion of
these legal tenders which speculators
have been using to get gold out of the
treasury, and also the notes used by
bankers who raid the reserve In the
hope of forcing issues of bonds. In con-

nection with the ' one-ye- ar interest-bearin- g

treasury certificates to supply
the treasury deficiencies a comparatively
small Issue of bonds will be necessary to
build up the gold reserve when the
greenbacks redeemed are held in the re-

serve.
The tariff provisions of the plan are

to put 60 per cent, of McKlnley duties on
the wool that is now free, and to impose
a 60 per cent, compensatory duty on
woolen manufactures, from .which alone
tariff experts expect $25,000,000 of duties.
The heavy cuts of the present law into
the smaller farm products will be reme-
died, a duty will be placed upon cotton
ties, and that on tin plates advanced.
The general duties, except on sugar, are
to be advanced 15 per cent a horizontal
Increase. The measure further provides
that all these duties will be in force
but two and a half years, the purpose be-

ing to obtain revenue.
i'Thls is the outline of the measure
Iwhich the-Republica- n leaders in the
House propose to pass next Thursday
as a response to the President's panicky
message of last Friday. It must be done
under a suspension of the rules; conse-
quently the Republican member who Is
not in his seat on that day to help sus-

tain his party in a great crisis should
;never be elected to Congress again.

FIAT MONEY AMD FIAT VALUES,

The stock brokers and others who
speak of a. shrinkage of .values because
of the pinch in the speculative market
last Friday are as far off as are the ad-
vocates of flat money when they hold
that it is a value. One of the brokers has
put out a statement that the shrinkage
In values on .that day was $100,000,000 in
stocks alone. He proceeds to make a' list.
and starts off with three denominations
of Atchison stock, on which the shrink-
age was nearly $12,000,000.

It Is a well-know- n fact that there has
not been a dividend on the stock of the
Atchison for six or seven years, and that
there is no immediate prospect of one.
The whole property has recently been
sold at auction for much less than
half its liabilities. It Is utterly useless
to speak of value in connection with
such stocks, and they should .not be
quoted on the exchanges. Certificates of
stock have little more possibility of value
than have the notes isstied by the late
Confederate government. They are sim-

ply the things which men use for betting
what they can sell and buy them for.
In the same list the New 'York Central
stock, "as a whole, is put down as shrink-
ing $3,750,000 in the flurry. The real
stocks of that corporation have a dividen-

d-earning value which may be said
to be 'constant. . If a number of specu-
lators had agreed, before Friday, to pay
the difference between the price named
and the selling price of New York Cen-

tral upon, a certain day, arid when Fri-
day came- - the price had been lower and
they were compelled to offer their flcti-tio- us

shares for sale because they could
no't'put up further margins, the fictitious
stock that in excess of the amount Is-

sued by the corporation, for which the
owners had certificates would have fall-
en, i but the regular stock held by the
Vanderbllts and others, representing a
dividend-earnin- g property, was worth
just as much as an investment Friday
afternoon as it was before the Presi-
dent's Venezuelan message.

The decline of a class of stocks called
the Industrials was considerable, but for
the purposes of speculation, or, to put
it candidly, of gambling, the margins of
ten times the actual issues of these are
the devices of getting or losing money,
according as the "bulls" or "bears" are
In control. But the point is that the
shrinkage reported was not of real val-
ues, but the failure of those who had
bet on such and such stocks, of little or
no value, or on fiat stocks of sound cor-

porations having no dividend-earnin- g

value. There was no loss to real prop-
erty having value because it produces an
Income. .

AND THE SENATE?

Predictions come from Washington to
the effect that the Senate cannot be de-

pended upon either to co-oper- ate with
the House or to respond to the appeal of
the President. At present it contains
eighty-seve- n members, of whom forty-on- e

are Republicans, forty ar5 Demo-

crats and-fcl- are Populists. The Repub-
licans' "lack three of a .bare . majority.
They will lack one of a majority when
the Utah Senators are seated, but, if
Senator Duboi has been correctly re-

ported, and he speaks for the Republic-
ans from the silver-producin-

g States, th.
real Republicans .will be quite as well
off without as witfrh them. This Is upon
the assumption thatSIr. Dubois is cor-

rectly reported whenbft says that the
silver Senators will oppose any financial

A Christmas Boy.
Ain't got no etockin' big enough fer (Tris-

mus tried 'em all,
Hung one up by the chimney-place- ,' an

nulher on the wall;
But grandma says that ain't the way, fer

Santa Claus prefers
To Jest have one big stockln', an so she'll

lend me hers!
Fer I want two drums
W'en C'rismus comes.
An a bran new slate, fer doin sums;
An firecrackers, and rockets, too.
An a hobby-hors- e, an' a wagon, blue.
An' a horn that's most as tall as you

That's what I want fer Crismus!
rm Just so good the whole day long 'at

grandma says 'at she
Is 'frald some angel come along an' fly

away with me;- -

I go to bed at 9 o'clock, I'm up w'en day-
light stirs;

An ain't no boy so mother says 'at's half
as good as hers!

Fer I want two drums
W'en Crismus comes.
An a bran' new slate, fer doln' sums;
An' I want a sled . , .

. That's painted red.
An' a six-bla- de knife, like his pa gave

Ked.
That's what I want fer Crismus!

- - Frank L. Stanton.
"

. - TOB ADYSSINIANS.

Oris: In and History of a Remarkable
and Interesting People.

George IL Schodde, in New York Post.
Qulte"a' number of. circumstances have

conspired in recent years to bring into pub-
lic prominence 'the mountaineers of "the
Switzerland of Africa," the Abyssinians.
Not very long ago a Russian expedition,
led by a religious zealot. Askeneff, went to
Abyssinia ostensibly to prepare the way for
a reunion of the Abyssialan with the
orthodox church of the East. A few
months since King- - Menelilc sent his repre-
sentatives to St. Petersburg, and they were
received and entertained with ostentatious
hospitality. For half fi decade the Italians
have, through diplomacy and war, attempt-
ed to secure control of the country, but so
far without substantial success.

In more than one respect the Abyssinians
are a peculiar people with a record well
worth remembering. Of ail the remnants
and remains of the once so powerful Chris-
tian body of the Oriental nations, it Is the
only one which has been able to maintain
its national and characteristic individuality.
Since the adoption of Christian civilization
in the fourth century the Abyssinians have
been able to hold their own even against
the modern . conqueror. WThile the Arab
hosts overran Egypt and northern Africa,
conquered Spain and penetrated almost to
the Rhine, they were not able to subdue
the sturdy mountaineers in the fastnesses
south of Egypt. The Syrian, the Armenian,
the Coptic and other Oriental peoples and
churches were almost crushed to atoms by
the followers of the prophet of Mecca; yet
Abyssinia stands to-da- y, in a petrified,
formal state, it is true, a monument of the
early Greek culture and Christianity of
nearly 1,500 years ago. It has maintained'
for more than a millennium its independent
existence over against the Mohammedan
propaganda of the sword.

The singular historical prominence nat-
urally arouses , some Interest in regard to
the pedigree and make-u-p of this people.
While the' modern representatives of the
Ethiopians of history, they are in reality al-
most the only people on the whole Dark
Continent which are not Ethiopians i. e.,
they are not blacks. Their popular designa-
tion as Ethiopians Is simply another case of
lucus a non lucendo. In reality they are
Semitic to the core: brethren of the He-
brews, Arabs, Syrians. Babylonians and As-
syrians. Being. the best known of African
peoples except the Egyptians, their name
"Ethiopians" was early used as a general
term for all the inhabitants of that con-
tinent, and accordingly came to signify
"black." The Abyssinians are. however, a
coffee-color- ed race, have all the racial pe-
culiarities of the Caucasian, and by their
physiological traits and language are clearly
distinguished 'as Semitics. Nobody knows
better than they do themselves that they
are not natives of Africa, but immigrants
from across the Red sea, with original seats
in southern Arabia. By a singular coinci-
dence the German traveler Edward Glaser,
whose find of Inscriptions in southern Ara-
bia has restored to the world the historic
kingdom of the Sabaeans, the people of the
"Queen of Sheba." has found also In these
districts the Indisputable signs of the pre-
historic Abyssinians. They themselves
never use the term Abyssinian, but call
themselves the "GeeE," i. tn Free Peo-
ple, as did the "Franks" of central Europe
In the middle ages.

'The making- - of the Abyssinian nation Is
the work entirely of Greek Christianity.
It was not Greek culture, nor philosophy,
nor civilization in themselves, but all these
doinK handmaid service to Christianity,
which In the fourth century brought the
Ethiopia of antiquity upon the stage of
history. Although nearest
to Egypt, that classic country has never
had any influence for good on its southern
neighbor. Of the venerable civilization of
the land of the Pharaohs, with Its pyra-
mids, temples and cities, not, a trace is to
be found In all Ethiopia, In reality Abys-
sinian history is In sum and substance a
chapter In Oriental church history, and a
very interesting chapter at that The re-
ligious element that began the process in
the establishment of Ethiopia as a nation
has been the controlling element all along.
and is now yet the decisive . factor in the
national character. Divorced from religion,
Abyssinia never knew any civilization or
any literature. Although sunk Into bar-
baric cruelty, retaining- little more than
the hull and shell of religion or of civiliza-
tion, the natives manage to make the
most of these. The tyrannical King Theo-doru- s,

whose cruelty to missionaries caused
the British expedition of 1S54 lntc Abys- -

i sinia, was perfectly willing to discuss by
the hour the fine points in. rererence to
the two natures of Christ, and on the same
day order the hands and feet of several
hundreds of political opponents to be cut
off. The most brutal of Oriental despotism,
such as is characteristic of the untamed
Semitic heart and is yet seen in the treach-
erous Arab Bedouin, Is found allied in
Abyssinia with a fervency of prayer, de-
votion to fasts and religious services that
show what stagnation of religious life may
lead to, and .would be a historical enigma
in the case of this people were not their
historical antecedents known.

The Abyssinians for more than a thou-
sand years lived In absolute Isolation from
the rest of Chrlstiandom, and took no part
or share in the historical ups and downs
of the rest of the world during all these
centuries. WThen the svnod of Chalcedon,
in 481, condemned the Monophysltlc Church,
the Abvssinlans. "as adherents of their
tenets, severed ali connection with the Greek
Church. A few centuries later came the
Moslem armies, . and by the capture of
Egypt made th voluntary Isolation a com-
pulsory one. The Abyssinians, seeing in
their peculiar teachings the cause d'etre of
the national existence, clung with charac-
teristic Semitic tenacity to tnem. and when
rediscovered first by the Portuguese in the
sixteenth century, were found to be prac-
tically a petrification of the Greek Chris-
tian civilization of the fourth and fifth
centuries. This had, however, not been
withut its benefits. Like the monks and
monasteries of the middle ages, It has been
the good fortunes of the Abyfsinlans to
preserve a large number of works lost to
Graeco-Latl- n literature, and to develop an
extensive literature of its own. The Books
of Enoch and of the Jubilees, the Ascen-
sion of Isaiah, and others known to early
Patriotic literature have been retained only
In Ethioolc translations.
. The present King of "Negus." Menelik,
was originally King of Shoa, south of Abys-
sinia, and is the son-in-la- w of the former
King, the tyrant John, slain In battle with
the Mahdl some years ago. Menelik is a
gifted man. not unlike his great predeces-
sor. Theodora, and will give the Abys-
sinians not a little trouble before he sub-
mits to their rule, If indeed he is ever
brought to this.

The Christmas Burden.
Washington Post.

This is the season, too, when In the name
of merry Christmas one is cheerfully nnd
politely blackmailed right and IefU You
spend all you can afford to buy presents for
the men and women and children you love
and want to remember.' You spend more
that you can't afford in buying presents
for people you don't care a rap for. Just
because they sent you something last year
or you know they mean to this Christmas.
Then when you're done with all. the bell
boy who brines vou ice wanter wants ycj
to buy tickets for the Consolidated Bell
Bovs Pleasure Club Christmas Ball. You
know better than to refuse. The porter
wants a donation for his church. The
postman and the boy who brings you your
paper must be remembered. The elevator
man looks things at you if you don't give
him his Christmas tip. The waiter must
be substantially assured of your aprecia-tlo- n

of hU services. The messenger toy
has a lean and suggestively hungry look.
Th boy who carries your washing home
Is on the list, and the boy who sweeps the
croslng. and the street corner begrar,
and goodness onlv knows who else. You
remember them all that is, if you haven't
an enormous amount of moral courage,
and you have a decent regard for your
creature comfort, you do, and when you
have spent every cent you can beg, bor-
row or earn, you hear of a dozen chari-
ties you really ought to help, and tee a
dozen . unhappy little children who won't
have anr Christmas at all. Then you
sigh, and make up your mind that in all

PU03IPT RESPONSE OP TUB HOUSE.

The Republican House has determined
to act promptly in response to the sug-
gestion In the President's message. No
holiday recess will be taken, but before
New Year's day the , House will have
passed such measures as, in the Judg-
ment of the men of the largest experi-
ence In the party in Congress, .will bring
to the treasury the relief it has long
needed. These measures will probably
not be such as every individual in or out
of Congress would prefer, but they will
be sure to be the best things upon which
the ways and means committee and its
advisers can unite. The bills which Con-
gress will pass, even those regarding
the Issues of bonds, will not be such as
the President would desire, but he will
probably accept some of them, as it is
clearly within the power of the House to
make revenue bills.

This action of the House in resolving
to remain In Washington and promptly
pass bills that will relieve the treasury
will meet the hearty approval of the Re-

publican party and of the thousands who
do not count themselves tn Its ranks,
because it discloses an Intelligent appre-
ciation of the situation and a patriotic
purpose to avert any dangers which may
lurk beneath the present conditions. A&

a public policy, prompt and considerate
action is in the highest degree creditable.
As a party policy, It will give additional
confidence In the statesmanship and the
sincerity of purpose of the Republican
majority. It will vindicate the intelli-
gence of the country In once more plac-
ing the control of legislation In the hands
of the party which has time and again
displayed , the wisdom and courage to
solve the most difficult problems and
overcome the greatest difficulties. It
proves what most intelligent people in
this country have from time to time ac-

knowledged namely, that the Repub-
lican party embraces the constructive
statesmanship of the courry.

That the Republican House will do its
duty will inspire confidence In business
arid industry; that it does not hesitate
will give fresh courage to the people.

Rev. Dr. Parkhurst says we must not
go to war, but Mrs. Menauh, of Missouri,
holds views of far opposite sort. She
writes a poem of fourteen stanzas to a
St. Louis papc , ir which sl expresses
her fiery sentiments on the subject. "Oh,
Heaven," she says
Oh, Heaven, close thy gat?.? of peace,

On us be all thy war-ha- ll hurUd.
Give us, O God, a mighty cnancc

To prove the riht to all the world.
Let us be thine anolntM hosts.

To bring the tyrant to her knees;
To strike her erime-stalne- d crimson flag,

To sweep her commetve from the seas.
After going on at this rat until he is

nearly out of breath bhe closer with i;s
last defiant shout:
Oh, Heaven, close thy gates of peace;

Give back the war days of our birth;
Send forth fierce stars to ll?:it our way.

Lend thy wild import to our eirth;
Release thy fierce and panting r.ounis;

Set thy grand import on the ?ea.
We swear by God! and Just! and right!

That Venezuela shall be free!
It is true that Mrs. Menaugh is entirely

safe in uttering this "defi," since in the
event of war she would not be required to
participate, but on the other hand, brother
Parkhurst would be exempt from draft and
has therefore no personal reason f'r fear-
ing war. He should read the Missouri
woman's impassioned lines and brace, up.

The death of Professor Theodore L. Sew-a- ll

is a distinct loss , to the community. Al-

though very quiet and unassuming he was
a man of strong character and advanced
views, and his Influence upon the intel-
lectual and educational life of the city has
been a positive force, the extent of which
only began to be realized when illness
compelled his withdrawal from active par-
ticipation in affairs. A refined, scholarly,
courteous gentleman, he compeUed the re-

spect of all who met him In a casual way,
while to those who knew him more inti-
mately he revealed traits which caused
his friendship to be highly valued. His
too-ear- ly death will be deeply regretted by
a large circle of people.

A Boston paper has a column with the
standing head, "Among the Women's
Clubs; What They Are Doing and Why."
To tell what women's clubs are doing is a
fairly big undertaking in Itself; to tell why
they are doing It is a task too large for
any newspaper, and the Boston paper, it
may as well be said, is not living up to its
headline.

Brotherly love seems to be at a discount
In Philadelphia.

ABOUT PEOPLE AND THINGS.

Soap abroad is now made in the form of
sheets and sold travelers who object to
the use of hotel soaps or those used In
public places. It Is sold in one hundred-she- et

books, each sheet bein; about the
size of an ordinary bank check.

Dean Farrar, of Canterbury, thinks It
"perfectly erroneous to talk of the failure
of missions, when they started with 120

despised Gallleeans, and when now there
are 120.000.0UO Protestants, and they have
in their power almost all the resources of
the world."

Don Carlos, the Tretender, Is a man of
considerable private means. At one time he
was a well-know- n figure In England. For
diplomatic reasons, however, he has never
Deen a favorite In royal circles, and of
late years has fought somewhat shy of
those shores.

An attempt Is being made to grow the
Australian salt bush In the alkali regions
of Arizona. It Is similar to alfalfa, and
makes an equally good food for stock. If
the experiment U successful It will result
In the reclamation of vast tracts of land
now worthless.

President Crespo, of Venezuela, Is a tall,
heavy man, with a countenance revealing
force and determination. He is very ab-

stemious in his habits and generally goes
to bed at 8 o'clock in the evening. He is
In the habit of summoning ' his ' ministers

I him At sunrise. He is fond of cattle

Review of the Grandest Army.
,Now, up and come with me to-da- y,

' Oh, comrade, tried and true.
For. side by side, we 'must' mount and ride.

To see the grand review.

Saber and sash and stars, my boy,
And a dah through the frosty morn

Of the brightest, day, to' the best array,
Since you and I were born.

Forward! A touch of the epurwlll do.
Your old nag gallops well;

What a reveille 'tis for you and me!
How a fellow's heart will swell!

Halt here, on the brow of the ridge, old
boy,

For yonder the river .runs.
And we'd best pull rein-abov- e the plain,

Well out of the way of the guns.

Hark! how the rumble; Ia growing- now!
The thunder of hoof and wheel.

And the roll of tha drum as the column
comes, ,

And the cavalry's bugle peal.

Grand! It Is grand, this shining day.
To see them march once more.

And the glory-l- it rags of the shot-tor- n flags
From every camp and corps.

Right shoulder shifts the bayonet bright,
Ai the gallant boys advance,

And the sabers ring and the guidons swing
And the held-l- n horses dance. .

Shoulder arms! And that's the salute,
As they pass that rise of ground.

And the blue blades Hash and the cymbals
crash,

And the cheers of victory sound.

Watch for the faces we used to know
In the long- gone battle days.

In the weary tramps, in the fields and
camps,

Can you tell them through this haze?
There are Sedgwick, aicPherson, Reynolds,

And Wadsworth, and Kearny, too.
But, bles my soul! .Who is that on theknoll,

Watching this grand review. .

There are faces and names by the score,
old man,

To which our hearts once clung.
But there's a mLt injmy eye as the boys

go by, n.
And I seem to lose my tongue.

For that is Lincoln, ihere on the knoll.
Oh, brave old roldier mine!

And the soldiery tread is the march of thedead
Of the boys who died in line.
William O. Stoddard; in Albany Journal.

THE THING TO DO.

How the Evils Resulting from Demo-crnt!- c

Blundering May Be Remedied.

To the Editor of the --Indianapolis Journal:
Democratic leaders possess great capacity
that of blundering.; In 1S61 they so fright-

fully blundered that, because of cowardly
timidity or treacherous Inclination they
permitted armed rebellion to secure advan-
tages which enabled it to prolong a bloody
war a war which firm and patriotic action
would have much shortened If not entirely
prevented. During . the administration
which ended in 1S61 they so conducted af-
fairs as to Impair the credit of the Nation
and compel us to pay 12 per cent for
money. During the present administration
they repealed our " tariff laws, left the
Nation without sufficient revenues to pay
the expenses of government in a time of
profound peace, and brought on a panic
that impoverished .hundreds of thousands
of good men. Their, financial measures
have been such as to secure temporary re-
lief at the expense of permanent disease.
Within the past few days they have thun-
dered without first ascertaining whether
there was cause to thunder, r.nd have go
terrified investors as to cause great loss.
They have dallied and faltered for months,
and then, as a child in a fit of anger, spurt
out, not knowing what is the
actual condition of affairs. They,
by their President, foolishly protest
that the Nation Is solvent and by
their folly arouse suspicion where none ex-
isted. They first do all they can to shake
confidence and create a panic, thus making
securities unsalable and then blindly grope

k about for money. As always, they have
done the wrong thing nrst and seeK to
compel Republicans to share with them the
responsibility for senseless blunders, and
to force the enactment of. measures that
can only result in financial distress. .

Republicans will stand by their country
that goes without saying; but sustaining

the administration by adopting Democratic
financial measures is a very different thing
from standing up for the Monroe doctrine.
The thing for Republicans to do Is not to
do what Democrats want done. This is the
safe rule In almost all cases, and Is es-
pecially so In the present Juncture. The
thing for Republicans to do. and to do at
once, vigorously and determinedly, is to
resist all attempts to cure the derange-
ments In financial affairs caused by Demo-
cratic incapacity ..by miserable remedies,
which, even if they give temporary reller,
will produce incurable dUease. The way to
do Is to go to the root of the financial
disease and eradicate it at once and for
all by enacting a salutary and sensible pro-
tective tariff. . REPUBLICAN.

Indianapolis, Dec 23. -


